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Welcome to Mt. Olive 
From all of us at Mt. Olive, welcome to worship. We are so glad that you have joined us today.  

  

A Few Notes Before Worship 
• Restrooms are located in the entryway 

• We love having children in worship! We realize that can sometimes be challenging. If your 
child becomes restless, the fellowship hall or the library (across from the restrooms) are great 
places to regroup. 

• Baby changing stations are located in every restroom  

• You are our guest. If there is something else we can help you with, please let an usher know. 
They will be happy to assist. 

• Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this worship folder or as noted 
in the blue hymnal located in your pew.  

 

Assistive Listening System Available 
Our assistive listening system is available with the use of the free app, Listen EVERYWHERE 
(available for both Android and Apple devices). If you are interested in using Mt. Olive’s assistive 
listening system, please pick up an informational card on the table in the entryway or ask an usher 
for assistance.  

 

Rethinking Trials, Tests, and Temptations 
“If God loves us, why doesn’t he remove all the trials and tests and temptations that we face?” 
That question demonstrates the religious assumption that those things are bad. They aren’t. In the 
hands of a loving God, they are tools by which he refines our faith. He uses tests as a way to 
compel us to be less self-reliant, and instead trust in his strength. He uses trials to teach us that this 
broken world is not our true home. God even takes Satan’s temptations and uses them for our 
good.  
 
Trials, tests, and temptations are not exceptions to God’s love. That’s a false assumption! These are 
examples of God’s love. Proof is that God allowed his beloved Son Jesus to face trials and 
temptations, so that he might be our perfect savior and substitute. 

 

A Prayer Before Worship 
Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with fellow believers 
to join in worship and praise.  May my worship and meditation this day be pleasing in Your sight and 
be deserving of Your honor. Amen.  
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Hymn 409 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826–1896, alt.; Girolamo Savonarola, 1452–1498 
Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, Basel, 1745 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession CW 173 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Declaration of Grace CW 173 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us 

from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Hymn 652 Lord, Have Mercy sts. 1, Refrain I, 2, Refrain II 
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Text: Matt Boswell, b. 1979; James Tealy, b. 1971; Aaron Keyes, b. 1978; Matt Papa, b. 1983 
Tune: Matt Boswell, b. 1979; James Tealy, b. 1971; Aaron Keyes, b. 1978; Matt Papa, b. 1983 
Text and tune: © Common Hymnal Publishing/10000 Fathers, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 

 

The Word 

 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to face the devil’s temptations, 

but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or falter in his resolve to save the world from the prison of 

hell. Bolster our faith by his mighty victory that we may battle against the forces of evil with 

courage and confidence; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading  Romans 8:31–39 

 31What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with 

him, graciously give us all things? 33Who will bring any charge against those whom God has 

chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who 

died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding 

for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 

famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 

 we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 

nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 25B 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: para. William Miller; Jaroslav Vajda, alt. 
Tune: Swedish 
Text: © 1991 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Stand 
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Gospel Mark 1:12–15 

 12At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13and he was in the wilderness forty days, 

being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 

 14After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 
15“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the 

good news!” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children's devotion 

 

Hymn of the Day 525 The Lamb 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Gerald P. Coleman, b. 1953 
Tune: Gerald P. Coleman, b. 1953 
Text and tune: © 1987 MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 

God's Word In Our Lives 
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God's Word In Our Lives 

Rethinking Trials, Tests, and Temptations Genesis 22:1-18 

 1Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

 “Here I am,” he replied. 

 2Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region 

of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 

 3Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his 

servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the 

place God had told him about. 4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the 

distance. 5He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We 

will worship and then we will come back to you.” 

 6Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself 

carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7Isaac spoke up and said to his 

father Abraham, “Father?” 

 “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 

 “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 

 8Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And 

the two of them went on together. 

 9When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and 

arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11But the angel of the LORD 

called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 

 “Here I am,” he replied. 

 12“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you 

fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 

 13Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and 

took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called that place 

The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be 

provided.”   
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 15The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16and said, “I swear by 

myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your 

only son, 17I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky 

and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their 

enemies, 18and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed 

me.” 
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Welcome! 

Worship Registers 

We’re so glad you could join us for worship today and would love to have a record of your visit! 

Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated! 

Use the QR Code below for an online worship register 

 

 

 
 

 

  

https://www.mtolivesuamico.com/worship-register
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Gracious Father, after his baptism your Son faced the stern attacks of Satan who tried to derail his 

journey to the cross. On this day we rejoice in Jesus’ victory in the wilderness and praise him for his 

ultimate triumph over the works of the devil. 

Send us your Spirit that we may believe this truth and apply it in our lives. 

  

Satan and his followers seek to overturn our faith and love every day. Their goal is to separate us 

from your presence and destroy our relationship with your Son. Give us wisdom to be alert for 

their attacks and recognize the danger they bring. 

Protect us as we endure temptation. Keep us from becoming Satan’s victims. Forgive us 

and restore us when we give in to him.    

  

Make our faith stronger than it is now so that we might know more and more that Jesus matters 

most to us in life and death. Give us wisdom and power to follow him and do his will.   

Keep us from thinking that sins are harmless and cannot lead us away from him.   

  

According to your will, Lord, curb the influence of Satan in our world and society. Help people to 

grasp the appalling effects of his power and to refrain from doing wicked and harmful deeds. 

Come to the aid of those who are the objects of devilish power.  

  

Give us courage to warn those we love about the dangers of the devil’s temptations. Lead us to 

speak the truth in love so that family members and friends may discern evil and step back from 

error and sin.   

Move us to share the horror of Satan’s power honestly and to offer your forgiveness in love. 

  

Keep in your care all who are struggling with pain, battling with sickness, and facing death. 

[Especially bless… here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Spare your people from Satan’s 

temptations in their difficult hours and strengthen them with the promise of your Son’s ultimate 

victory over sin, death, and the grave. 

Help us to support them when we can and to keep them in our prayers.  

  

Protect us, gracious God, from the power of Satan, the allure of the world, and the seduction of 

our sinful nature.  

Cause us to believe that we are more than conquerors through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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The Sacrament 

 

Stand 

 

Preface CW 183 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift of 

salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame us by a 

tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world and 

all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, 

Jesus Christ. 

  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, even 

death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and 

penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He conquered 

our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, death, 

and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our praise 

and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 



19 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 

 

Distribution 

 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one 

another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning 

concerning His Holy Supper in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing. 
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Distribution Hymn 422 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, abr. 
Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487–1553 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
Tune: Public domain 

 



22 

 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in this 

Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our 

love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 

your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Hymn 833 I Run to Christ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Chris Anderson, b. 1971 
Tune: Greg Habegger, b. 1973 
Text and tune: © 2010 Church Works Media. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
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