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Welcome to Mt. Olive 
From all of us at Mt. Olive, welcome to worship. We are so glad that you have joined us today.  

  

A Few Notes Before Worship 
• Restrooms are located in the entryway 

• We love having children in worship! We realize that can sometimes be challenging. If your 
child becomes restless, the fellowship hall or the library (across from the restrooms) are great 
places to regroup. 

• Baby changing stations are located in every restroom  

• You are our guest. If there is something else we can help you with, please let an usher know. 
They will be happy to assist. 

• Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this worship folder or as noted 
in the blue hymnal located in your pew.  

 

Assistive Listening System Available 
Our assistive listening system is available with the use of the free app, Listen EVERYWHERE 
(available for both Android and Apple devices). If you are interested in using Mt. Olive’s assistive 
listening system, please pick up an informational card on the table in the entryway or ask an usher 
for assistance.  

 

Good News Of Great Joy – Peace On Earth 
On Christmas Eve a choir of angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
to those on whom his favor rests.” So, where is this peace on earth? Between nations? There are 
always wars going on somewhere. In our country? Disagreements have only grown more 
contentious, one group screaming angrily at another group. We might not even have perfect peace 
in our homes! So, what were the angels singing about?  
 
They were singing about peace between a holy God who hates sin and human beings who sin every 
day. Because of what Christ did as our Savior, there is no hostility between us and God, only peace 
and love. We have the peace of salvation in our hearts. As we draw near the end of life, like elderly 
Simeon or Anna, we have the peace of knowing of the glorious eternal life that is to come. As this 
peace with God fills our hearts, it moves us to live in peace with each other too. 

 

A Prayer Before Worship 
Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with fellow believers 
to join in worship and praise.  May my worship and meditation this day be pleasing in Your sight and 
be deserving of Your honor. Amen.  

  



3 

 

Hymn 330 Peace Came to Earth 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: arr. Mark Kellner, 1959–2015, alt.; Richard Jeffrey, b. 1952 
Text: © 1984 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
Tune: © 2000 MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession CW 189 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Declaration of Grace CW 189 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us 

from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 

 

The Word 

 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our human nature. 

By his gracious coming, deliver us from the corruption of our sin, and transform us into the 

likeness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading 1 Kings 8:6–13 

 6The priests then brought the ark of the LORD’s covenant to its place in the inner sanctuary of 

the temple, the Most Holy Place, and put it beneath the wings of the cherubim. 7The cherubim 

spread their wings over the place of the ark and overshadowed the ark and its carrying poles. 
8These poles were so long that their ends could be seen from the Holy Place in front of the inner 

sanctuary, but not from outside the Holy Place; and they are still there today. 9There was nothing in 

the ark except the two stone tablets that Moses had placed in it at Horeb, where the LORD made a 

covenant with the Israelites after they came out of Egypt. 

 10When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the LORD. 11And 

the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled his 

temple. 

 12Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said that he would dwell in a dark cloud; 13I have indeed 

built a magnificent temple for you, a place for you to dwell forever.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 111B 

 

 
  

Great are the works / of the LORD; 

   they are pondered by all who de- / light in them. 

       Glorious and majestic / are his deeds, 

           and his righteousness endures for- / ever.    Refrain 

  

He has caused his wonders to be re- / membered; 

   the LORD is gracious and com- / passionate. 

       He provided redemption for his / people; 

           holy and awesome / is his name. 

  

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

       as it was in the be- / ginning, 

           is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Tune: David Cherwien 
Setting: David Cherwien 
Music: © 1989 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130337336 
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Second Reading Colossians 3:12–17 

 12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive one another if any 

of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these 

virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

 15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to 

peace. And be thankful. 16Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing 

to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in 

the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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The children may come forward for the children's devotion during verse 3 

 

Hymn of the Day 497 O Light of Gentile Nations 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Johann Franck, 1618–1677, abr., adapt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 3rd. ed., Meiningen, 1693 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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God's Word In Our Lives 

Good News Of Great Joy! Peace on Earth! Luke 2:22-40 

 22When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary 

took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every 

firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is 

said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 

 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 

waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26It had been revealed to him 

by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Moved by the 

Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him 

what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

29“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 

 you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

 31which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and the glory of your people Israel.” 

 33The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed 

them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in 

Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 

revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

 36There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very 

old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37and then was a widow until 

she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 
38Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all 

who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 39When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to 

Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with 

wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 
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Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Welcome! 

Worship Registers 

We’re so glad you could join us for worship today and would love to have a record of your visit! 

Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated! 

Use the QR Code below for an online worship register 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we live. 

You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and 

demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and our 

desire to live according to your will. 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who sneer at 

your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and persecution.    

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 

  

https://www.mtolivesuamico.com/worship-register
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Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help them 

distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. 

Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are 

afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.] 

Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss someone they 

loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us patience to 

accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the 

day when you will take us to be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn 950 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1–2): James Quinn, SJ, 1919–2010; (st. 3): Henry V. Gerike, b. 1948 
Tune: American 
Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 James Quinn, SJ, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541-A 
Tune: Public domain 
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