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Welcome to Mt. Olive 
From all of us at Mt. Olive, welcome to worship. We are so glad that you have joined us 
today.  
  

A Few Notes Before Worship 
• Restrooms are located in the entryway 
• We love having children in worship! We realize that can sometimes be challenging. 

If your child becomes restless, the fellowship hall or the library (across from the 
restrooms) are great places to regroup. 

• Baby changing stations are located in every restroom  
• You are our guest. If there is something else we can help you with, please let an 

usher know. They will be happy to assist. 
• Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this worship folder 

or as noted in the blue hymnal located in your pew.  

  
Assistive Listening System Available 
Our assistive listening system is available with the use of the free app, Listen 
EVERYWHERE (available for both Android and Apple devices). If you are interested 
in using Mt. Olive’s assistive listening system, please pick up an informational card on 
the table in the entryway or ask an usher for assistance. 
  

How to Get Ready for Christmas - Step 2: Turn Your Hearts 

Gabriel announces to Zechariah that his wife, Elizabeth, will have a child who will be 
very special: He will be the promised servant of God who will prepare the way for the 
Messiah. How? By turning the hearts of people. Through repentance we, too, turn our 
heart towards God, our only hope of salvation. 

 

A Prayer Before Worship 
Heavenly Father, thank you for forgiving me all my sins by sending Jesus on that first 
Christmas. But I also thank you for making known to me my deep need of forgiveness. 
Through your Holy Spirit, prepare my heart for the Christ child by turning me away 
from sin in repentance towards the peace and joy of your forgiveness and love. Amen. 
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Remain seated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: Dale A. Witte 
Tune: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
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Hymn 326 O Jesus, Grant Me Hope and Comfort 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Walter E. Buszin, 1899–1973; Wilhelm Osterwald, 1820–1887 
Tune: Johann Franck, 1618–1677 
Text: © 1939 Paul A. Schmitt Music Co.; ren. 1967 Schmitt, Hall & McCreary Company All rights assigned to and owned by Jubilate Music Group, LLC. 
Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
Tune: Public domain 
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Confession CW 226 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

  

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 

  

  

 

Silence for personal reflection 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you 

    in our thoughts, 

    in our words, 

    in our deeds, 

    and in all that we have not done. 

    Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Deliver and restore us, 

        that we may rest in peace. 

  

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ,  

    and in him we are forgiven.  

Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun,  

    when we shall serve him in newness of life. 

Amen. 

 

Silence for reflection may follow. 
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Psalm Psalm 32 

 

 

 
  

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are for- / given, 

    whose sins are / covered. 

        Blessed is the one whose sin the LORD does not count a- / gainst them 

            and in whose spirit is / no deceit. 

  

When I kept silent, my bones wast- / ed away 

    through my groaning / all day long. 

        For day and night your hand was heav- / y on me; 

            my strength was sapped as in the heat of / summer. 

  

Then I acknowledged my / sin to you 

    and did not cover up my in- / iquity. 

        I said, “I will confess my transgressions / to the LORD.” 

            And you forgave the guilt / of my sin. Refrain 

  

You are my / hiding place; 

    you will protect me from / trouble. 

        Many are the woes of the / wicked, 

            but the LORD’s unfailing love surrounds the one who / trusts in him. 

  

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain 
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Step 2: Turn Your Hearts 
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Reading Luke 1:1–25 

 1Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 
2just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants 

of the word. 3With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the 

beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4so that 

you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 

 5In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 

priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6Both of them were 

righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. 7But 

they were childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old. 

 8Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9he was 

chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and 

burn incense. 10And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers 

were praying outside. 

 11Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 
12When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13But the angel said to him: 

“Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 

and you are to call him John. 14He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of 

his birth, 15for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented 

drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16He will bring back many of 

the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and 

power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the 

wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

 18Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well 

along in years.” 

 19The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to 

speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20And now you will be silent and not able to speak 

until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their 

appointed time.” 

 21Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the 

temple. 22When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the 

temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak. 

 23When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 24After this his wife Elizabeth 

became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. 25“The Lord has done this for me,” 

she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Tune: Dale A. Witte 
Tune: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 

 

A sermon or brief address may follow. 
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Hymn 313 Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes 

 

 

 
 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–1751, abr., alt. 
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer CW 228 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Tune: Dale A. Witte 
Tune: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
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The congregation joins in the Amen. 

 

 
  

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of this / night,* so that we 

who are wearied by the changes and chances of this fleeting world may rest in your eternal / 

changelessness;  

  

  

 
  

  

O Lord, support us all day long, till the shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the busy 

world is hushed and the fever of life is over and our work is / done.* Then, in your mercy, grant us 

a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the / last; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

  

O God our Father, by your mercy and might the world turns safely into darkness and returns again 

to light. We place into your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled 

hopes, knowing that only what you bless will / prosper.* To your great love and protection we 

commit each other and all those we love, knowing that you alone are our sure de-/fender; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

  

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who watch or work or weep this night, and give your angels 

charge over those who / sleep.* Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, pity the afflicted, soothe the 

suffering, bless the dying—and all for your love’s / sake; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

  

Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illuminate this night with your celestial / 

brightness,* that by night as by day your people may glorify your holy / name; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
Tune: Dale A. Witte 
Tune: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 



13 

 

Lord’s Prayer CW 230 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: Dale A. Witte 
Tune: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
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Song of Simeon CW 231 
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Tune: Dale A. Witte 
Tune: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 

 

Let us praise the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Blessing 

The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless us and keep 

us. 

Amen. 
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