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Welcome to Mt. Olive 
From all of us at Mt. Olive, welcome to worship. We are so glad that you have joined us today.  
 

A Few Notes Before Worship 
• Restrooms are located in the entryway 

• We love having children in worship! We realize that can sometimes be challenging. If your 
child becomes restless, the fellowship hall or the library (across from the restrooms) are great 
places to regroup. 

• Baby changing stations are located in every restroom  

• You are our guest. If there is something else we can help you with, please let an usher know. 
They will be happy to assist. 

• Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this worship folder or as noted 
in the blue hymnal located in your pew.  

 

Assistive Listening System Available 
Our assistive listening system is available with the use of the free app, Listen EVERYWHERE 
(available for both Android and Apple devices). If you are interested in using Mt. Olive’s assistive 
listening system, please pick up an informational card on the table in the entryway or ask an usher 
for assistance.  
 

Godly Government  
“Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which 
God has established” (Romans 13:1). Note the absolute language: no authority. None. Stated 
positively, every government and all government authority figures have power only because God 
gave it to them. Therefore, as citizens of the United States, we don’t support the government 
because those we voted for were elected or because we approve of the current tax policy or even 
because freedom of religion is enshrined in the First Amendment. We support our government 
simply because it was instituted by God. Jesus himself taught that we owe respect and obedience to 
our government, even when it doesn’t align with our political preferences.  
 

Christians sometimes struggle with this. We see that government and rulers can be evil. Certainly, if 
government asks us to sin, “we must obey God rather than human beings” (Acts 5:29). But the 
existence of corrupt government and evil rulers does not negate what Scripture says to be true. 
“There is no authority except that which God has established.” Therefore, when we talk about 
“godly government” we are not saying that the only legitimate governments are those who do what 
is perfectly godly. We are confessing our belief that the King of kings is in perfect control of all the 
governments of this world, and that he works in all things—including tyrants and dictators—for 
the eternal good of his dear children. 
 

A Prayer Before Worship 
Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with fellow believers 
to join in worship and praise.  May my worship and meditation this day be pleasing in Your sight and 
be deserving of Your honor. Amen. 
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Hymn 614 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: W. Chalmers Smith, 1824–1908, abr., alt. 
Tune: Welsh, Caniadau y Cyssegr, Denbigh, 1839 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession CW 189 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution CW 154 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Hymn 619 Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him sts. 2, 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Alfred E. R. Brauer, 1866–1949, alt.; Johann D. Herrnschmidt, 1675–1723, abr. 
Tune: New-vermehrte Christliche Seelenharpf, Ansbach, 1665 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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The Word 

 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O Lord our God, so govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world that your 

church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading Daniel 1:3–21 

 3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the king’s service 

some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— 4young men without any physical 

defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, 

and qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the 

Babylonians. 5The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They 

were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service. 

 6Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 
7The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; 

to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego. 

 8But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief 

official for permission not to defile himself this way. 9Now God had caused the official to show 

favor and compassion to Daniel, 10but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, 

who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young 

men your age? The king would then have my head because of you.” 

 11Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael and Azariah, 12“Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat 

and water to drink. 13Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal 

food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see.” 14So he agreed to this and tested 

them for ten days. 

 15At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young 

men who ate the royal food. 16So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to 

drink and gave them vegetables instead. 

 17To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and 

learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 

 18At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief official presented 

them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 20In every matter of wisdom and 

understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the 

magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. 

 21And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 96 

 

 

 

 
  

Sing to the LORD a / new song; 

   sing to the LORD, / all the earth. 

Sing to the LORD, / praise his name; 

   proclaim his salvation day / after day. 

Declare his glory among the / nations, 

   his marvelous deeds among all / peoples. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory / due his name; 

   bring an offering and come in- / to his courts.    Refrain 

  

Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, / for he comes, 

   he comes to / judge the earth. 

He will judge the world in / righteousness 

   and the peoples in his / faithfulness. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

 
Tune: © 2010 Tim TenClay, admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
Setting: © 2011 Faith Alive Christian Resources. Used by permission: License no. 130337336 
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Stand 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 22:15–22 

 15Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16They sent their disciples 

to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity 

and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, 

because you pay no attention to who they are. 17Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay 

the imperial tax to Caesar or not?” 

 18But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 
19Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20and he asked them, 

“Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” 

 21“Caesar’s,” they replied. 

 Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 

 22When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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The children may come forward during verse 2 for the children's devotion 

 

Hymn of the Day 772 O God Most High, Your Saints Below 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963 
Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848–1918, alt. 
Text: © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
Tune: Public domain 
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God's Word In Our Lives 

 

Godly Government Romans 13:1-7 

 1Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which 

God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2Consequently, 

whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do 

so will bring judgment on themselves. 3For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for 

those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is 

right and you will be commended. 4For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if 

you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, 

agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the 

authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 

 6This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to 

governing. 7Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 

revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 
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Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Welcome! 

Worship Registers 

We’re so glad you could join us for worship today and would love to have a record of your visit! 

Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated! 

Use the QR Code below for an online worship register 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.mtolivesuamico.com/worship-register
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. Lead 

us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a love like 

yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 

  

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each other 

with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping their 

children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a blessing to 

others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 

  

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for those 

who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend those 

who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all. 

  

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome unbelief, 

and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven their 

sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 

  

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. [Pour out your 

special blessing on . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Give patience and compassion 

to all who care for the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

  

  



15 

 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, spoken 

and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn 774 God Bless Our Native Land 

 

 

 
 
 
Text (st. 1): Charles T. Brooks, 1813–1883, st. 1, alt.; (st. 2): John S. Dwight, 1813–1893 
Tune: Thesaurus Musicus, London, c. 1740 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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