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Welcome to Mt. Olive 
From all of us at Mt. Olive, welcome to worship. We are so glad that you have joined us today.  

  

A Few Notes Before Worship 
• Restrooms are located in the entryway 

• We love having children in worship! We realize that can sometimes be challenging. If your 
child becomes restless, the fellowship hall or the library (across from the restrooms) are great 
places to regroup. 

• Baby changing stations are located in every restroom  

• You are our guest. If there is something else we can help you with, please let an usher know. 
They will be happy to assist. 

• Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this worship folder or as noted 
in the blue hymnal located in your pew.  

  

A Church That Takes Up Its Crosses 
Some churches teach that if one follows God, God responds by granting prosperity and peace. 
Today Jesus teaches that is nonsense. The Son of God tells us that if we are his disciple, if we are 
part of his Church, we will have to bear crosses. Believers will suffer in this world, oftentimes for 
no other reason than they are believers. It is painful to struggle against the temptations and 
priorities of this world. It can be agonizing to face the same scorn and ridicule Jesus faced.  
 
Why bother? We carry our crosses in gratitude for Jesus carrying his cross, one too heavy for us to 
bear because it was weighted down with our sin. We carry our crosses because we know that in 
those moments of struggle, we are forced to turn to Christ and rely on his strength. The church 
takes up its crosses, because this is the Christian path, the one Jesus himself walked: first the cross, 
then the crown. 

 

A Prayer Before Worship 
Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with fellow believers 
to join in worship and praise.  May my worship and meditation this day be pleasing in Your sight and 
be deserving of Your honor. Amen.  
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Hymn 679 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Robert E. Voelker, b. 1957; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 
Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

 



4 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 188 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution CW 188 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Glory to God in the Highest  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Michael A. Perry 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

The Word 

 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our redemption. 

Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow him wherever he leads; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

 

First Reading Jeremiah 15:15–21 

15LORD, you understand; 

 remember me and care for me. 

 Avenge me on my persecutors. 

You are long-suffering—do not take me away; 

 think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. 
16When your words came, I ate them; 

 they were my joy and my heart’s delight, 

for I bear your name, 

 LORD God Almighty. 
17I never sat in the company of revelers, 

 never made merry with them; 

I sat alone because your hand was on me 

 and you had filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unending 

 and my wound grievous and incurable? 

You are to me like a deceptive brook, 

 like a spring that fails. 
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19Therefore this is what the LORD says: 

“If you repent, I will restore you 

 that you may serve me; 

if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, 

 you will be my spokesman. 

Let this people turn to you, 

 but you must not turn to them. 
20I will make you a wall to this people, 

 a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you 

 but will not overcome you, 

for I am with you 

 to rescue and save you,” 

declares the LORD. 
21“I will save you from the hands of the wicked 

 and deliver you from the grasp of the cruel.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 31 

 

 
  
In you, LORD, I have taken / refuge; 
    let me never be / put to shame. 
        Into your hands I commit my / spirit; 
            deliver me, LORD, my / faithful God. 
  
My life is consumed by / anguish 
    and my years by / groaning; 
        my strength fails because of my af- / fliction, 
            and my / bones grow weak.   Refrain 
  
My times are / in your hands; 
    deliver me from the hands of my enemies, from those who pur- / sue me. 
        Let your face shine on your / servant; 
            save me in your un- / failing love. 
  
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
        as it was in the be- / ginning, 
            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
 
Tune: Hal H. Hopson; arr. Dale A. Witte 
Setting: Hal H. Hopson; arr. Dale A. Witte 
Music: © 1985 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
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Second Reading Romans 8:18–25 

 18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 

revealed in us. 19For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 
20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one 

who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 

brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 

 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 

present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 

as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we 

were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25But if 

we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

 

Be seated 
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The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children's devotion 

 

Hymn of the Day 694 Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Henry Francis Lyte, 1793–1847, abr., alt. 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–1887 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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God's Word In Our Lives 

 

A Church That Takes Up Its Crosses Matthew 16:21-26 

 21From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 

suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that 

he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

 22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never 

happen to you!” 

 23Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you 

do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

 24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me. 25For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 

loses their life for me will find it. 26What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet 

forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Welcome! 

Worship Registers 

We’re so glad you could join us for worship today and would love to have a record of your visit! 

Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated! 

Use the QR Code below for an online worship register 

 

 

 
 

 

  

https://www.mtolivesuamico.com/worship-register
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we live. 

You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and 

demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and our 

desire to live according to your will. 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who sneer at 

your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and persecution.    

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 

  

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help them 

distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. 

Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are 

afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.] 

Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss someone they 

loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us patience to 

accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the 

day when you will take us to be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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The Sacrament 

 

Stand 

 

Preface CW 199 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever 

two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes 

again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 

and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 

your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from 

sin. 

  

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, that he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has 

brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase our 

faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us 

to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to 

your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Lamb of God CW 202 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
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Be seated 

 

Distribution 

 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one 

another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning 

concerning His Holy Supper in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing. 
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Distribution Hymn 676 Take and Eat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 I am the light that came into the world; 

I am the light that darkness cannot hide; 

I am the Morning Star that never sets; 

lift up your face, in you my light will shine. 

(Refrain) 

6 I am the first and last, the Living One; 

I am the Lord who died that you might live; 

I am the bridegroom, this my wedding song; 

you are my bride, come to the marriage feast. 

(Refrain) 

 

Text (sts. 1–6): James Quinn, SJ, 1919–2010; (Ref): Michael Joncas, b. 1951 
Tune: Michael Joncas, b. 1951 
Text (sts. 1–6): © 1969 James Quinn, SJ, admin. OCP Publications; (Ref): © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
Tune: © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
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Stand 

 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share our 

humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. 

We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so 

that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Hymn 702 Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–1896, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): Johann Scheffler, 1624–1677, abr.; (st. 3): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695 
Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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