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Welcome to Mt. Olive 
From all of us at Mt. Olive, welcome to worship. We are so glad that you have joined us 
today.  

  

A Few Notes Before Worship 
• Restrooms are located in the entryway 

• We love having children in worship! We realize that can sometimes be challenging. 
If your child becomes restless, the fellowship hall or the library (across from the 
restrooms) are great places to regroup. 

• Baby changing stations are located in every restroom  

• You are our guest. If there is something else we can help you with, please let an 
usher know. They will be happy to assist. 

• Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this worship folder 
or as noted in the blue hymnal located in your pew.  

  

He Lives  to Rule All Things For The Church  

We understand why God became man in the person of Christ. The Savior needed to 
be able to suffer and die to atone for mankind’s sin. What is fascinating is that when 
the work of redemption was completed, the Son of God did not set aside his 
humanity. The God-man ascended into heaven. It is a human, our brother, who sits on 
heaven’s throne.  
 
The ascension marks the completion of Jesus’ earthly mission, but it does not signify 
the end of his work. While on earth, Jesus had set aside so much of his divine power. 
But Jesus now picks all that power back up again. He ascended to exercise his limitless 
authority for the Church as we carry out our mission to be Christ’s ambassadors of 
grace to the world. He lives! And he is in absolute and perfect control, ruling over 
Creation for the eternal well-being of his friends. And that is what we are!  
 
The Festival of the Ascension is one of the oldest and most joyful celebrations in the 
Christian Church. It will be observed by Christians until Christ returns to take us to be 
with him. 

 

A Prayer Before Worship 
Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with 
fellow believers to join in worship and praise.  May my worship and meditation this day 
be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. Amen.  
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Hymn 700 Draw Us to Thee 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Friedrich Funcke, 1642–1699 
Tune: As hymnodus sacer, Leipzig, 1625 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

Ascension Dialogue 

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights above. 

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly hosts.                                                                   

  

How majestic is the Lord’s name in all the earth! 

He has set his glory above the heavens.                                                                                                 

  

For the Lord is the Most High over all the earth. 

He is exalted far above all gods.                                                                                                             

  

God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 

God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.                                                               
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The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble. 

He sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake.                                                               

  

The throne of our God will last forever and ever. 

A scepter of justice will be the scepter of his kingdom.                                                                           

  

Praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted. 

His splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 

 

Glory Be to God Easter Gloria 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: Public domain 
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The Word 

 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens, and at God’s right hand 

you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that, at your 

command and by your power, we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading Acts 1:1–11 

 1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2until the 

day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he 

had chosen. 3After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs 

that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 

God. 4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 
5For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

 6Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 

 7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 

white stood beside them. 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the 

sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way 

you have seen him go into heaven.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 47 

 

 

 
  

Clap your hands, all you / nations; 

    shout to God with / cries of joy. 

For the LORD Most High is / awesome, 

    the great King over / all the earth. 

God reigns over the / nations; 

    God is seated on his / holy throne.   Refrain 

  

God has ascended amid / shouts of joy, 

    the LORD amid the sounding of / trumpets. 

Sing praises to God, sing / praises; 

    sing praises to our King, sing / praises. 

For God is the King of / all the earth; 

    sing to him a / psalm of praise. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

 

Text: Public domain 
Music: © 2005 Lynn L. Petersen. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
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Second Reading Ephesians 1:15–23 

 15For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all 

God’s people, 16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17I keep 

asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of 

wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18I pray that the eyes of your heart may 

be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 

glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That 

power is the same as the mighty strength 20he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and 

seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, power and 

dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 
22And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the 

church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day 446 Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Otto von Schwerin, 1616–1679; (sts. 1–3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 4): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941,; (st. 5): tr. Evangelical 
Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

The children may come forward during verse 3 
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God's Word In Our Lives 

 

He Lives  to Rule All Things For The Church      Luke 24:44–53 
 

 44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 

that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

 45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, “This is 

what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You 

are witnesses of these things. 49I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in 

the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

 50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 
51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52Then they worshiped 

him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed continually at the temple, praising 

God. 
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Welcome! 

Worship Registers 

We’re so glad you could join us for worship today and would love to have a record of your visit! 

Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated! 

Use the QR Code below for an online worship register 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

          

Confident of our Lord’s return, let us approach our Father’s throne of mercy on behalf of the 

Church and of all people. 

  

Gracious Lord God, amid shouts of joy we celebrate your Son’s ascension into heaven where he is 

now seated in majesty at your right hand. Grant your Church steadfastness in these gray and latter 

days that she may hold to the truth and boldly confess the saving name of Jesus.  

As the devil, the world, and our sinful nature seek to silence our witness, grant us courage 

to believe and confess that Jesus is Lord.  

  

Even as your beloved Son intercedes on behalf of his Church, so has he commanded us to pray for 

others. [We pray especially for…here name the person and the cause of the petition.] 

Hear us, O Lord, as we implore you to show mercy to those in need: 

  

  

https://www.mtolivesuamico.com/worship-register
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to the sick, the lonely, and the depressed grant relief; 

to the dying and those who mourn bring comfort; 

to the hungry, the homeless, and the unemployed send your help; 

to the elderly, give joy for living life to the full; 

to the young, send patience to wait for the fuller life to come; 

to husbands and wives and their families and to single parents who raise their children alone grant 

wisdom and strength.  

Bestow your blessings to all who depend on your power and grace. 

  

Almighty Father, you are the good Giver of all that we have. In your mercy continue to grant us 

daily bread, supplying us with what we need before we even ask.  

Teach us to be thankful and content, whether we have plenty or are in need. 

  

Come with your guidance, O Lord, and pour out your blessings on all who have gathered here to 

proclaim your love in speech, song, and symbol. May our worship enrich us so that our work for 

others adorns your love among them.  

Lead us to praise you as we joyfully wait for your return. 

  

O Lord, heavenly Father, we remember the sufferings and death of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for 

our salvation. Praising his victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from his 

ascension before you, where he always intercedes for us as our own high priest. Gather us together, 

we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in his kingdom which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us.  

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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The Sacrament 

 

Stand 

 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice 

on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting 

life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 

their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him 

you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eternal 

death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together to 

receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so 

that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God 

our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 

 

Distribution 

 

As he distributes the elements, the minister says to the communicants: 

 

Take and eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your 

sins. 

  

Take and drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, poured out for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 
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Distribution Hymn 721 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–1886, alt. 
Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832–1918 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in 

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

Hymn 549 Across the Lands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Tune: arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Text and tune: © 2002 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
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